__
= (ELLOW RUST 1S THREATENING GLOBAL WHEAT PRODUCTION
Yellow (or stripe) rust (YR) disease caused by the fungus Puccinia striiformis f. sp. tritici (PST) is present in all the
I Il I major wheat-growing regions causing significant reductions in grain quality and yield in susceptible hosts.
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In the past, yellow rust endemics were specific to cool, wet and often high-attitude
regions and race-specific resistance (R) genes in wheat varieties were traditionally
successful to control the disease. Due to the genetic homogeneity of crops world-
wide, climate change and global trade, new more virulent PST races adapted to
warmer temperatures and drier areas have evolved and overcome the previously
resistant varieties causing devastating pandemics.
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